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would be inappropriate, due to the existence of domestic violence
or other enumerated factors; and that the Court must require
proof of attendance before granting judgment in matters requiring
parent education.”

We noted that mandatory parent education programs exist in 46 states.® It is our
belief that judges will find it easier and more expeditious, saving time and argument, if
attendance at the program is mandatory. We concluded that the rule mandating parent
education will result in more parents attending sessions, and that the Court may always
exercise its discretion in cases where attendance would be inadvisable or inappropriate.
A provision providing proof of attendance prior to the Court granting judgment will
guarantee the benefits of the program to all appropriate parties.

In order for JROPE to achieve its goals, we respectfully request the cooperation
and assistance of the Office of Court Administration by:

1. Establishing parent education programs in counties where none exists.
2. Approving and certifying new providers, including online programs.

3. Establishing administrative support for parent education within OCA (as
previously existed; 22 NYCRR 144.2(c)(f)).

4. Coordinating with judicial and non-judicial personnel.
5. Maintaining statistical information on the programs.

JROPE believes that parties should be directed to attend parent education as
early as possible after the commencement of an action and before the first Court
appearance.

We recognize that fees may be required for attendance pursuant to Rule 144.5
that are reasonably related to the cost of providing the services, not to exceed the
maximum amount set forth in the Guidelines (currently not more than $100 per person).
JROPE urges accommodation not only for those with financial hardship (Rule 144.5),
but also for those with language barriers and disabilities pursuant to the ADA.

We recognize that there are implementation issues that we intentionally did not
address out of deference to the Courts and to those in the best position to consider and
resolve them.

We further urge the creation of a statewide Advisory Board to be created by a
combined committee of JROPE and OCA. That Board should consist of attorneys,
judges, mental health professionals and educators. The Board shall work closely with
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